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Spot the difference
What has changed in the last 125 years?  If you are passing our building on your 
daily walk you may see some differences.  This view of Inverness Royal Academy was 
taken from the south-west in the early 1900s.  It was taken before the construction of 
a wing for the science and art departments that opened in 1913.  The original gates 
for the school were on the two front corners of the site, and of course the trees are 
much bigger now!         Photograph courtesy of Am Baile/Inverness Royal Academy archive.

Architecture 
Our Inverness Creative Academy building in the Crown is 125 years old.  It was 
originally built by architects Alexander Ross & Robert John Macbeth in 1895 as a 
new home for Inverness Royal Academy, which had outgrown it’s site on Academy 
Street. 

Alexander Ross is one of the most celebrated architects in the Highlands. 
Throughout the Victorian period he created many wonderful buildings, including 
Inverness Cathedral.  In 1887 he entered into a long-running partnership with his 
then assistant Robert John Macbeth.  Alexander Ross was inspired by the latest 
innovations and ideas from the continent and spent a good deal of time travelling 
and studying abroad, visiting Germany, France, Italy, Greece, Egypt and Palestine.  

During the Victorian period Inverness expanded dramatically and over a 20 year 
period (1887 – 1907) the architectural practice of Ross & Macbeth was responsible 
for designing many of the most important streets and buildings in the city centre. 

This activity sheet is aimed at children between 7 - 12 years of age, and contains information and ideas for exploring the architectural heritage of Inverness. 

Keep an eye out!
Inverness City Heritage 

Trust have 7 of these 
blue plaques on 

important buildings 
around the city centre.
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Get involved 
On your daily walk take a look at the old buildings in your area.  
Try to spot any interesting or unusual architectural details, for 
example the size and shape of the windows, ornate railings or gates. 
Alexander Ross really liked his buildings to 
have high quality stone carvings like these.

We’d love to see what you discover!
You could sketch or take a photo of the building features you find. 
Share it with us via our Inverness Creative Academy Facebook page 
or email Kirsten@waspsstudios.org  ...   or post your images on 
social media using the hashtag #WaspsHeritage 

Online Resources 
There are weblinks to 

interesting online maps 
& archive photographs 

via our website.

www.invernesscreativeacademy.org.uk/

heritage-around-you-childrens-activities

Become a city detective 
In Inverness you can find Ross & Macbeth buildings everywhere! 
They designed many villas on Ardross St, the Caledonian and 
Palace Hotels, houses on Bank St, Young St and Crown Circus, 
tenements on Tomnahurich St and Haugh Road, a block of 
houses on Kenneth St, the arcade entrance to the Victorian
Market on Academy St, large buildings on the Queensgate,
Academy St, Rose St and Baron Taylor’s Lane, the Bishop’s 
Palace at Eden Court and many churches (Episcopal Mission 
Church, Free North Church, Free Presbyterian Church).


